
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Upcoming 3rd grade parents and students, 
  
Welcome to 3rd grade! We are looking forward to an exciting year of learning and exploring with 
your children. It is important that students continue to strengthen academic skills during the 
summer. Here are some things to set your child up for a successful 3rd grade year! 
 

Summer Reading: 
We are requiring that all rising 3rd graders read at least 1 chapter book during the summer and 
complete the BOOK BUFFET. Of course, you can always read more! We encourage a love for 
reading.  

-Some suggested book series our students like are……. 
o   Any Bruce Cameron Books  o   Who Was?/What Was?  
o   Magic Tree House   o   The Bad Guys Series   
o   I Survived      o   Geronimo Stilton 
o   InvestiGators Series   o   Baby-Sitter’s Club Series 

 

It is imperative to read for 25 minutes each night!. 
 

Math: 
Students should enter 3rd grade being fluent in their addition and subtraction facts # 0-20. 
A timed, graded addition quiz will be given the first week of school (80 facts in 2 minutes) 

o   Flash cards (addition & subtraction) 
o   Make a game out of it  o  Roll 2 dice and add or subtract 

o   Deck of cards- flip 2 cards over and add or subtract 
o   Add or subtract the dots on each end of dominos 

o   Multiplication begins 2nd quarter (get a jump start if your child has mastered addition facts) 
 

Grammar: 
Students should enter 3rd grade being able to….  

o  Correctly spell sight words -  Use the list of sight words on the back of this letter 
o   Use proper capitalization, punctuation, spacing, and neatness when writing 
 

 
 
There are so many wonderful experiences your child will have over the course of this year. It is 
our hope that they become independent learners who will build confidence and a lifelong love of 
learning. Enjoy your summer! We are looking forward to a fantastic 2026-2027 school year 
together! 
 
 

See you soon!  
The Third Grade Team 
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A BOOK BUFFETA BOOK BUFFET
C H O O S E  O N E  C H A P T E R  B O O K  T O  R E A D  T H I S  S U M M E R .

T H E N  P I C K  O N E  A P P E T I Z E R ,  O N E  E N T R É E ,  A N D  O N E
D E S S E R T  T O  C O M P L E T E !  U S E  T H E  I N C L U D E D  R E C O R D I N G

P A G E S  O R  C R E A T E  Y O U R  O W N !
B O N U S :  T R Y  A  C H E F ’ S  S P E C I A L  P R O J E C T !

D E S S E R T

Letter to the Author: Write a letter to the author tell ing them what you l iked about the
book and one question you have. (At least 5 sentences)
Character Change:  How did the main character change from the beginning to the end of
the story? Write a paragraph explaining what happened and what they learned.
Theme Thinker: What is the big idea or lesson of this book? Write about what the story is
trying to teach readers. Give at least one example from the book.
Favorite Moment Reflection:  Choose your favorite part of the book. Why was this part
special to you? How did it make you feel? Write a paragraph with details from the story.

Character Charms:  Make a l ist of 5 interesting facts about the main character.
Setting Snapshots:  Draw & label a picture showing where the story takes place.
Chapter Check:  Write a short summary (3-5 sentences) of your favorite chapter.
Word Whiz:  Find and define 5 new or tricky words from your book.

A P P E T I Z E R

E N T R É E

C H E F ’ S  S P E C I A L  P R O J E C T  
( O P T I O N A L  F O R  E X T R A  C R E D I T )

Book Cover Makeover:  Design a brand new cover for your book that shows an important
part of the story.
Acrostic Poem:  Write an acrostic poem using the main character's name or the tit le of
the book.
Five-Star Review:  Give the book a star rating (out of 5) and write a review tell ing why
you rated it that way.
Emoji Summary: Retell the story using at least 6 emojis and explain why you chose each
one.

Diorama Delight:  Create a 3D scene from the book.
Character Costume:  Dress up as a character and take a picture (or draw yourself) .  
Story Snack Mix:  Make a snack mix that represents parts of the story (with a recipe card).
Book Trailer:  Make a 1-2 minute video l ike a movie preview for your book.

C H O O S E  O N E  T O  G E T  Y O U R  B R A I N  W A R M E D  U P !

T I M E  T O  D I G  D E E P E R  I N T O  Y O U R  S T O R Y !

E N D  W I T H  S O M E T H I N G  S W E E T  A N D  F U N !

C H O O S E  O N E  F O R  A  C R E A T I V E  C H A L L E N G E !

H A P P Y  R E A D I N G !  —  Y O U R  3 R D  G R A D E  T E A C H E R S



APPET I Z E R



ENTRÉE



DE S S E RT



C H E F ’ S  S P E C I A L  P R O J E C T  
( O P T I O N A L  F O R  E X T R A  C R E D I T )



Category 4 - Excellent 3 - Good
2 - Needs

Improvement
1 - Incomplete

Appetizer
Complete and

thoughtful; neat
and creative

Complete with
some details

Partially
complete;

missing details

Missing or very
incomplete

Entrée

Well written with
clear thinking

and details (5+
sentences)

Complete but
could use more

details

Short or unclear;
lacks

explanation

Missing or
incomplete

Dessert
Creative and
complete with
effort shown

Complete with
some creativity

Basic effort;
missing some

parts

Missing or
incomplete

Chef’s Special
Project

(Optional)

Extra creative
and well done;

shows lots of
effort

Complete and
shows good

effort

Basic effort;
could use more

work
Not completed

Neatness &
Effort

Very neat,
colorful, and

shows best effort

Neat with some
effort Messy or rushed Very messy or no

effort

On Time Turned in on time Turned in a little
late Turned in late Not turned in

A BOOK BUFFETA BOOK BUFFET

⭐  O V E R A L L  S C O R E :       / 2 4  P O I N T S  
( +  E X T R A  C R E D I T  I F  P R O J E C T  I S  D O N E ! )

N A M E :  

B O O K  T I T L E :                                  
A U T H O R :
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