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Eighth Grade English
Lee-Scott Academy
2026-2027
SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT 2026
Welcome to Eighth Grade English! This summer, you will be reading two (2) novels. The first is
Thunderdog, byMichael Hingson. The second novel is your choice from the list in Part II. The
summer reading assignments are described below. All assignments will be due the first week of
school. There will also be a test on each novel within the second week of school, to assess
knowledge and comprehension.

Part I: Required Reading:
Thunderdog The TRUE STORY of A BLIND MAN, HIS GUIDE DOG & the

TRIUMPH OF TRUST by Michael Hingson

Quick Summary: Thunderdog is a story that will forever change your spirit and your
perspective. It illuminates Hingson’s lifelong determination to achieve parity in a sighted world
and how the rare trust between a man and his guide dog can inspire an unshakable faith in each

of us.
Assignment: While reading Thunderdog, complete the questions on page 2. Please

answer in complete sentences on a separate sheet of paper.

Part II: Required Fiction Choice - Choose one (1) book from the list below:

A. The Boys in the Boat by Daniel James Brown (non-fiction)

Quick Summary: The Boys in the Boat is a non-fiction book about the University of
Washington’s underdog rowing team, who won the gold medal at the 1936 Berlin
Olympics, defeating elite teams and the German crew rowing for Adolf Hitler.

B. The Wingfeather Saga: On the Edge of the Dark Sea of Darkness by Andrew
Peterson (Young Adult Fantasy)

Quick Summary: The Igiby children live a seemingly normal life until they discover their
family’s connection to a lost legend, forcing them to flee from evildoers.

Assignment: After reading 1 of the 2 novels listed above, complete the form on page 3 of
this document.
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Thunderdog - Summer Reading Assignment for Eighth Grade English
(Please write your answers on a separate sheet of paper.)

1. What reaction did you expect from Roselle as the events of 9/11 unfolded? Were
you surprised by her demeanor during the attacks?

2. Do you think Roselle would have helped calm you down if you were in this
situation?

3. If you were in Roselle and Michael’s shoes could you have helped the people
that were in need?

4. Has this book changed your outlook on animals, guide dogs in particular? If so,
how and why?

5. There are some controversies over whether using dogs or animals of any kind to
guide or assist humans is a form of exploitation, do you agree? How has the
reading of Thunderdog contributed to your opinion?

6. Did the reading of Thunderdog give you any new insights on the use of guide
dogs or on blindness in general?

7. There is a passage where Michael asks, “Can she smell courage?” What did you
think about this section, and do you think that is something dogs can detect?

8. Michael often speaks of having Roselle with him as being a comfort, and
expressing that although they were in a terrible situation they at least had each
other. Does this relationship make you think differently about animal-human
relations?

Novel of Choice Summer Reading Assignment for Eighth Grade English
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1. Which novel did you choose? (Author & Title.)

2. Why did you choose this one?

81 Complete the following information about the main character.

(Example: Jake is a teenager who travels to the Amazon to help establish a wild animal preserve.
Most of the other characters think Jake is trustworthy and hard-working.)

isa who
Most of the other characters think this character is

One thing this character says/does often is as

shown in the scene where he/she

Overall, I would say this character is

4. Describe the setting of the novel. Consider place/time.

5. Describe one favorite/memorable scene in the novel (2-3 sentences).

6. Book Rating
Definite Read. Good; kept my attention. Okay, not great.



