Advanced Placement English Language and Composition
Lee Scott Academy 2026-2027 Summer Reading Assignment

This summer you will be reading the novella The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway. The

complete assignment for this reading is described below and will be due the first day of school.

1. Reading Luke’s Gospel account of the crucifixion of Christ in Luke 23 before you read the
assigned novel will be helpful as the novel can function as a Christian allegory, which means
characters, events, and objects can represent abstract religious or spiritual ideas. Reading this
as an allegory allows you to move beneath the surface level of the story to find symbolic
interpretations and hidden meanings and helps you learn to see biblical allusions, which often
show up in non-fiction and fiction works.

2. Look up, provide a scriptural reference, and explain in writing each of the following biblical
allusions’ origins: a labor of love, a mountaintop experience, a thorn in the flesh, as old as
Methuselah, at their wits’ end, by the skin of your teeth, Daniel in the lions’ den, fight the
good fight, flesh and blood, for everything there is a season, go the extra mile, love thy
neighbor as thyself, man doesn’t live by bread alone, no rest for wicked, O ye of little faith, salt
of the earth, suffering like Job, the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak, thrown to the lions,
woe is me.

3. Purchase and carefully read Earnest Hemingway’s novella The Old Man and the Sea. Take
notes (annotate) in your book (write in OR use sticky notes) about the following:

a. allusions (a type of figurative language that takes something well known to help the
reader see something unfamiliar or to help make a point)

b. setting: the environment’s effect upon main characters

c. dynamic characters (notice how characters change and develop internally through their
experiences, noting places in text where that change becomes visible).

4. Annotate the novel as you read, particularly looking for allusion and imagery related to the
crucifixion, relationships, perseverance, and hope; and create five level three questions
(Costa) related to theme that you feel will foster discussion for a Socratic Seminar when
school resumes.

5. Be prepared for the following during the first two-three weeks of school: to take an objective
multiple-choice test on this book within the first week back; to review the elements of an essay
using the novel; to write an in-class essay; and to participate in a Socratic Seminar using the

information drawn from summer reading and other requirements.



