
Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition 

Lee Scott Academy 2026-2027 Summer Reading Assignment 

1. Purchase a physical copy of Mary Shelley’s Gothic novel titled Frankenstein (avoid abridged 

versions) as well as a small composition notebook for allusions, annotations, questions, and 

journaling. 

2. Before reading the novel, read the creation story and of mankind’s fall in Genesis 1-3 in the Bible to 

provide background for Shelley’s story. 

3. Research and explain the following biblical allusions: a good Samaritan; Adam’s apple; all things 

must pass; Am I my brother’s keeper?; an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth; ashes to ashes 

and dust to dust; Baptism by fire; blessed are the peacemakers; bone of my bone and flesh of my 

flesh; can a leopard change its spots?; cast your pearls before swine; fall from grace; how the 

mighty are fallen; love thy neighbor as thyself; mortal sin; no rest for the wicked; Philistine; spare 

the rod and spoil the child; the apple of his eye; the blind leading the blind; the powers that be; the 

straight and narrow way; turn the other cheek; woe is me; you reap what you sow. 

4. Read and annotate the novel, particularly looking for the responsibility that comes with both 

creation and knowledge; examples of light and darkness motif; and relationships, both isolating 

and belonging. Annotations should help you begin thinking about the literary strands we will cover 

in AP Lit: character (CHR), setting (SET), structure (STR), narration (NAR), figurative language (FIG), 

and literary argumentation (LAN). 

5. As you read the novel, create and answer two level two or level three questions (using Costa’s 

method) to help foster a robust Socratic discussion when school resumes in the fall. Your 

questions should be related to a motif/theme for each chapter of the book. These 

questions/answers will be included in the summer reading grade and may also be kept in your 

composition notebook. 

6. In addition, select and read ONE work from the list of past FRQ suggested works (see Google 

Classroom for link to this list–email kpate@lee-scott.org for invite link). AVOID selecting the 

following reserved works for your summer independent reading: Macbeth, Great Expectations, 

Pride and Prejudice, Till We Have Faces, Jane Eyre, Death of a Salesman, Heart of Darkness, and 

Kite Runner. Avoid selecting anything read previously. 

 


