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SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT 
Welcome to English 11 - American Literature! This summer you will 

read a short novella by Ernest Hemingway entitled The Old Man and the 
Sea. The assignments for summer reading are described below. All will be 
due the first week of school. There will also be a test and an essay 
assignment on the novella to assess knowledge and understanding within 
the second week of school. You should be prepared on the first day of 
school to discuss this novella and submit this assignment. 
 
Part I: Required Reading: 
The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway (fiction) 
Quick Summary: Santiago, an aging Cuban fisherman, has gone many 
days without catching a fish but remains determined to prove his skill. 
When he finally hooks a massive marlin far out at sea, he endures a long 
and exhausting struggle to bring it in. Along the way, the experience tests 
his strength, pride, and understanding of what it truly means to succeed. 
 
Assignment:  
As you read the novel, complete the reading comprehension questions I 
have attached. You will need to print, answer, and turn them in to me for a 
grade (without the use of Google/AI!). 

 
****Email me if you have any questions over the summer!  Have a great summer, and I 
look forward to beginning English 11 with you in August!   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reading Comprehension Questions for The Old Man and the Sea 

This story does not have chapters, so I have created sections as the story progresses to help you 
stay on track with these questions. 

Section 1: Beginning — Santiago in the Village (pp. 1–20~) 

1.​ Why has Santiago gone so long without catching a fish? 

2.​ Why is Manolin no longer allowed to fish with Santiago? 

3.​ How does Manolin show loyalty to Santiago despite this? 

4.​ What details does Hemingway give to describe Santiago’s physical appearance? 

5.​ What is the significance of Santiago’s eyes? 

6.​ What do we learn about Santiago’s past as a fisherman? 

7.​ Why do other fishermen view Santiago differently than Manolin does? 

8.​ What do Santiago and Manolin talk about over dinner? What does this reveal about their 

relationship? 

Section 2: Santiago Goes Out to Sea (pp. ~20–40) 

1.​ Why does Santiago choose to go far out into the ocean? 

2.​ How does he feel about the sea, and what does he call it? 

3.​ How does Santiago demonstrate his skill as a fisherman in this section? 

4.​ What does he notice about the birds, and how do they help him? 

5.​ What does Santiago think about luck vs. skill? 

6.​ How does Hemingway begin to personify the sea in this section? 

Section 3: The Marlin Appears (pp. ~40–65) 

1.​ How does Santiago know he has hooked a large fish? 

2.​ Why doesn’t Santiago pull the fish in right away? 

3.​ What does Santiago say about the fish as he begins to struggle with it? 

4.​ Why does Santiago call the marlin his “brother”? 



5.​ What physical challenges begin to affect Santiago? 

6.​ How does Santiago’s attitude toward the fish show respect? 

Section 4: The Long Struggle (pp. ~65–90) 

1.​ How long does Santiago struggle with the marlin? 

2.​ What happens to Santiago’s hands, and what do they symbolize? 

3.​ What memories or thoughts help Santiago keep going? 

4.​ Why does Santiago think about Joe DiMaggio? 

5.​ How does Santiago show perseverance during this section? 

6.​ What does Santiago mean when he says, “A man can be destroyed but not defeated”? 
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